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THE DECLARATION 


OF. HES HiGHNES 


ILLITAMN HENRY, 


By the Grace of God PRINCE OF ORANGE, &. 


Of the reaſons inducing him, To Appearin Armes in the Kingdome of England, for 


Preſerving of the Proteſtant Religion, and for Reſtoring the Lawes and Liberties of 
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and IRELAND. 


T is both certain , and Evident to all men, that the Publike Pea- 

ceand Happines of any State or Kingdome , can not be preſcr- 

ved , wherethe Lawes, Liberties, and Cuſtomes c{tablished , by 
thieLawfull authority in it, are openly Tran{greſſed and Annulled: 
More eſpecially where the alteration of Relrg/oz is endeavoured 
and thata Rel/g/oz which is contrary to Law 1s endeavoured to be1n> 
rroduced : Upon which thoſe who are moſt Immediarly Concerned 
init, areIndiſpenſably bound, to endeavour to Preſerve and main- 
tain the eſtablished Lawes Libertics and Cuſtomes : and above all 
the Religioz and worship of God , thatis Eſtablihed among them : 
And to take ſuch an effecuall care, that the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
State or Kingdome , may neither be peived of their Religion, nor of 
their Civill Rights. VVhich is ſo much the more Neceflary becauſe 
the Grearnes and Security both of Kings , Royall families, and of all 
ſuch as are in Authority , as well as the Happines of their Subjects and 
Pcople, depend, ina maſt eſpeciall manner-, upon the exact ob- 
ſervation, and maintenance of, theſe their Lawes Liberties , and Cu- 
ſtomes. | 

Upon theſe grounds it is , that we cannot any longer forbear , to 
Declare that to our great regret , wee ſee that thoſe Councellours, who 
have now the chieffe credit with rhe Kin o, have overturned the Rels- 
gion, Lawes, and Liberties of thoſe Realmes : and ſubjefted them 
1n all things relating to their Conſciences, Liberties, and Properties , 
to Arbitrary Goverament: and that not only by lecret apd Incircct 
wales , butin an open and und:{guiſcd manner. 

ThoſcEvill Councellours for the advancing and colouring this , 
with ſome plauſible pretexts, did Invent and fer on foor , the 
Kings Diſpercing power , by vertue of which , they pretend that ac- 
cording to Law , he can Suſpend and Diſpence with the Execution of 
the Lewes, that have been enattcd by the Authority, of the King and 
Parliament , for the ſecurity and happines of the Subjc&t, and ſo have 
rendered thoſe Lawes of no effcet: Tho there 1s nothins more 
ecrrain, thentharasno Layyes can b2 made, but by rhe joint concur- 
rence of King and Parliament, fo Itkewiiclawes fo cnactcd , which 
ſecure the Publike peace, and faterty of rhe Nation, and the lives 
aud liberties ofevery ſubject 110 1t, can not be repealed or ſulpended 
bur by the ſame amhoriry. 

For tho the King may pardon the punishment , that a Trauſgrel- 


ſour has incurred , and to which he is condemned , as in the cafes of 
Treaſon or Felony;yet it cannot be with any colour of reaſon, Inierred 
from thence, thatthe King can entire! y ſuſpend the execution of tho- 
ſc Lawes,relating to Treaſon or Felony: Unleſle it is pretended , thar 
he 1s clothed with a Deſpotick and Arbitrary POWCr » and that the 
Lives, Liverties , Honours and Eſtates of the SubjeRs , depend wholly 
on his good will and Pleaſure, and are entirely ſubject ro him; which 
muſt infallibly follow , onthe Kings having a power to ſuſpend the 
execution of the Lawes, and to di pence with them. | 
Thoſe Evill Councellonrs , in order ro the o1ving ſome credit to 
this ſtrange and execrable Maxime , haveſo conducted the matter , 
thatthe y have obtained aSentence from the Judges,declaring thar this 
Diſpencivg power, 182 Right belonging tothe Crown; as if it were in the 
power of tae twelve Judges, ro ofier y p the Lawcs , Rights, and 
Liberties, ofthe whole Nation, to the King , to be diſpoſed of by 
him Arbitrarlly and art his Pleaſure and cx 


PER contraty to Lawes 
enacted, for the ſecurity of the SubjeRs. In axder to the obtaining 


this Judgment , thoſe Evill Councellours did before hand , examine 
ſecretly , the Opinion of the Judges , and procured ſuch of them, as 
could not in Coulctence concurre 1n fo peraiciousa Sentence , to be 
rurned out, andorhers to be ſubſticured intheir Rooms till by the 
changes which were made, inthe Courts of Judicature , they at laſt 
obrained that Judgment, And hey haye raifed ſome ro thoſe Truſts, 
who make open Profeſſion of the Popish Religion, tho thoſe are by 
Law Rendred Incapable a ſuch Employ meurs, 

It isallo Manifeſt and Notorious,that as his Majeſtic was,npon his 
coming to the Crown , received aud acknowledged by all the ſubjects 
of Erg.and , Sceriand , and Ireland, as their Xmpg without the leaſt 
oppolition , tho he madc then open profeſſion, of the Poproh Religron 
ſo he did then Pronufe , and Solemuly Swear, at his Coronauon. , 
that he would maintain his ſubjects, uz the free enjoyment of their 
Lawes, and Libcries ,- and in particular, that he wonld maintain 
the Church of Eneland a5 it was ehatl (bed by Law : Iris likewile ccr- 
rain, that there have been at diverſe and lyndry timcs , fevcrall La- 
wes enacted for the preſ{eryation of thoſe Rights, and Libertics, and 
of the Proceſtanr Religion : aud among other Securirics , 1t has been 
cnaQted rhatall Perſons whatſoever, tharare advanced toany Ecclc. 
ſfiaſticall D12nity , or to bear Office itn cirher Uaiyerlity , as likewtle 
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2 HIS HIGHNESSES 


all other , that þLuld be put in any Imployment , Civill OT Milita- 
ry , Should deJarc chat they were nor Papilts, bur were ofthe Pro- 


teſtant Religion » and that , by their raking of the Oathsof .Allegan- 


ge, and Supreamacy and the Teſs , yet theſe Evill Councellours have 
®1effet annulled and abolished all choſe Lawes , both with rela- 
tion to Eccleſiaſticall and Civill Employments. 

Inorder to Eccleliaſticall Diguiries and Offices they have not only 
without any colour of Law , bur againſt molt expreſie Lawes 
to the contrary , {et up a Commullion , ot a certain Number 
of perſons , to whom they have committed the cognifance and d1- 
recon of all Eccleſiaſticall matters : in the which Commithon 
there has been and {till is, one of His Majeſties Miniſters of State , 
who makes now publike profeſſion of the Popish Religion, and who 
at the time of his firſt profeſling it, declared that for a great while be- 
fore, he had beleeved that to be the ouly true Religion. By ail 
this, the deplorable State ro which the Proteſtant Reltgion 1s redu- 
ced is Apparent , ſince the Afﬀairs of the Church of England, 
are now Pur into the hands of Perſons , who have accepted oz a.Com- 
miſſion that is manifeſty Illegal ; and who have executed it colta- 
ry to all Law; and that now one of their chictte Members has 
abjured the Prozeſiant Religion and declared himſeliea Paprſt; by 
which he is become Incapable of holding any Publite Imploymens : 
The ſaid Commiſſioners have hitherto given ſuch proot , of their 
ſubmiſſion to the direRions given them , that there 15 no rea- 
ſon to doubt , but they will ſtill continue to promote all ſuch 
deſigns as will be moſt aggreable to them. And thoſe Evil 
Councellours take care, ta raiſe none to any Ecclettaſticall di- 
gnities , but perſons that have no zeal for the Proteſtant Religion , 
and that now hidetheir un concernednes for it, under the {pecious 
 pretence of Moderation. The {aid Commillioners have ſu{pended 
the Bishopof Loxdon, only becaule he refuſed ro obey an order , 
that was ſent him to ſuſpend a Worthy Divine , without ſo much es 
citing him before him , to make his own Defence , or obſerving the 
common formes of Proceſle. They have turned out a Preſident , 
choſen by the fellows of Magdalen Colledge , and afterwards all the 
Fellows of that Colledge , without ſo much as ciung them betore 
any Court that could take legall cogniſlance of that afiair ; or obtai- 
ningany Senteuce agaiz.ſt them by a Competent Judge. And the on- 
ly reaſon , that was given, for tutning them out, was their refuſing 
to chooſe for their Preſident ; a Perſon that was recommended to 
them , by the Inſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours. Tho the 
righrofa free ElcCtion belonged undoubredly to them.  Butthey 
were turned out of their frechalds, contrary to Law, aud to rhar 
expreſle proviſion inthe Magna Charts y, that no mar chail loſe life or 
Goods, butby the Law of the land. And now theſe Evill Councel- 
lours have put the ſaid Colledge wholly into the hands of Popiſts , 
tho as is aboveſaid , they are Incapable , of al! ſuch Employments, 
both by the Law of the Land, and the ſtatutes of the Colledge, The- 
ſe Commiſſioners have alſo cited before them all the Chancellours 
and Archdeacous of Eogland , requiring them to certifie to them the 
names , ofall ſuch Clergymen , as have read the Kings declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcience, and of ſuch as have not read 1t: withour 
conſidering thac the reading of it, was not enjoined the Clergy , by 
the Bishops , whoare their Ordinaries. The Illegality and Incom- 
petency of the (aid Courr of the Ecclefiaſticall Committioners , was 
{o notoriouſly known , and it did ſo Evidently appear , that ir tended 
to the Subverſion of the bes roar Religion » thax the Moſt Reverend 
Father in God , #il/am Archbishop of Canterbary Primate and Me- 
tropolitan of all Ezgland, ſeeing thatit was raiſed for no other end,bur 
to oppreſle ſuch perſons as wereof Eminent Vertue , Learning , and 
Piety , refuſed to fit or to concurre 11 it. 

And tho thereare many expreſle Lawes againſt all Churches or 
Chapells, fortheexerciſe of the Poptsh Religion , and alſo againſt 


all Monaſteries and Convents, and more particularly 2gainlt rhe or-r 


der of the Feſwites , yetthole Evill Councellours have Procured or- 
ders for the building of ſeverall Churches und Chappels , for the Ex- 
ercife of that Religion : They have alſoprocured diverſe Monaſteries 
to be Erected , and in contempt of the Law they have not only ſer up 
{overall Colleges of Feſatites, 1n diverſe places , for the corrupting 
ofthe youth , but have raiſed up one of the Order, to be a Privy 
Councellour and a Miniſter” of State. By all which they doe ,evi- 
dently Shew , that they are reſtrained by no' rules or Law whatſo- 
ever ; but that they have ſubjected the Honours and Eſtates of rhe 
ſubjets, and the Eſtablisht Religion , to a Deſporick power and to 
Arbitrary Government : In all which they are ſerved and {econded 
by thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſianers, 

They have allo followed the ſame methods with Relation 
to Civill affairs: For they have procured Orders , to examine all 
Lords Lieutenanrs , Deputy Lieutenants , Sheriffs , Juſtices of 
Peace , and all others that were in any Publike Imployment , 


Penal Lawes: and allſuch, whole Conſcicnces 1d not ſuffer them , 


ro comply with their defignes, wereturned out ; ayd orhers were pur 
in their places , who they beleeved would be more Compliant to 
them ; 4n their Dchgnes of defeating the Intent and Execution of 
thoſe Lawes ; which had becn made with fo much care aud cauricn , 
tor the Security of the Proreſtane Religion. And in many ot theſe pla- 
ces they have pur proteſled Papiſts, tho the Law has dilabled them , 
and warraured the ſubjects not to have any regard to their Or- 
ders. | \ | 

They have allo invaded the Priviledges , and ſci{ed on the Char- 
ters of molt of thofe Towns that have a right tro be repreſented by 
their BurgeſiesS in Parliament : and have procured ſurreuders ro be 
made of them , by which the Magiſtrates in them have delivered 
up all cheir Rights , and Priveledges , ro be diſpoſed of, atthe plea- 
tureotthole Evill Councellouts : who have thereupon , placed new 
Magiſtrates in thoſe Towns , ſuch as they can moſtentirely conhide 
Mm: and1in many of them,thcy have put Popish Magiſtrates,notwith- 
ſtanding the Incapacities under which the p33 has put them. 

And wherasno Nation what ſoever can ſubliſt without the admi- 
niſtration of good and 1mpartiall Juſtice , upon which mens Lives , 
Liverties, Honours , and Ejtates , doc depend ; thoſe Evill Coun- 
ccllours have ſubjected theſe to anArhitrary and Deſpotick power : 
In the moſt important altairs, they haye ſtudied ro diſcover before 
hand , the Options of the Judges ; and haye turned out ſuch, as they 
found would not conform themlclycs to their intentions: and have 
pur orhets in their places , of whom they were more aſſured , with- 
our having any regard to their abilities. And they have not ſtuck to 
raiſe eyen protelled Papilts, ro the Courtsof Judicature z notwith- 
ſtanding rheir Incapacit by Law , and that no Regard is due to any 
Sentences flowing from chem. They have carried this ſo fat, asts 
deprive ſucn judges, who inthe common admuniſtration of Juſtice, 
Shewed that they were governcd by their Conſciences , and not by 
the direc&t1013S , which rhe others oaverhem, By which it isapparent 


if they would concurre with The King in the __ of the Teft and 


that they deligne to render themlelves the abſolute Maſters of the 


Lives, Honours and Eſtates of the ſubjects, of what rank or dignity 
loeyer racy May be: and that withour having any regatd either tothe 
equity of the caule, or to the Conſciences Fihe Judges , whom they 
W1ll nave to fubmirin all things, ro their own will, and pleaſure : 
hoping by ſuch waics, to Jutimidate thoſe who are yet in Im- 
ployment , as allo ſuch orhers , as they shall think fir, to pur 1n the 
Rooms oi tive whom they have turned out; and to makethem ſee, 
what tncy mult look for, if they ould ar any time act 1n the leaſt 
contrary io their good 1kKing * aud that no failings of that kind , are 
ones , 1nany perſons whatſoever, A great deale of blood has 
een shed 1n many places ofthe Kingdome , by Judges governed by 
thoſe Evill Councellours , againſt :1] the rules and fortus of Law ; 
withour ſo much as (ufteripg che perſons that were accuſed, ro Plead 

in their own Defence, 
” They have allo, by putting the adminiſtration of juſtice , in 
the hands of Papiſts , brought all the matters of Civill Juſtice 
Into great uncertainties: with how. much exactnes and ſuſtice 
ſoever that rhcfe Sentences may have been given, For fince the 
Lawcs of the Land doe not only exclude Papiſts trom all places of ju- 
dicature , bur have put them under an Incapacity , none are bound 
ro acknowledge or to obey their Judgements , and all Sentences given 
by them , arenulland void of themſelves: fo that all perſons who 
have been caſt, 1n Trialls before ſuch Popish Judges, may juſtly 
look on their Prerended Senteaces , as having no more force , tnen 
the Sentences ofany private and unauthoriſed perſon whatſoever. So 
deplorableisthecaſe of the Subjects, who are obliged to anſwer to 
ſuch Judges, that muſt in all things ftick tothe rules, which arc 
ſer them by thoſe Eyill Councellours, who as they raiſed them 
upto thoſe Imployments , ſo canturnthem ourofthem ar pleaſure; 
and who can never ve cſtcemed Lawfall Judges; fo that all their 
Sentences are 11 the Conltruction of the law, of no Force and 
Eiticacy. They have likewiſe difpoled of all Military Imploy - 
ments, 1n the ſame manner: For tho the Lawes have nor only 
Excluded Papiſts , from all tuch Imployments, but have iu parti- 
cular , Provided that they should be 7 ak a they in Contempt 
of theſe Lawes , have notonly armed the Papilts, bur have tkewife 
raiſed them up to the greateſt M1litary Truſts, both by Sea and Land, 
and that Strangers as well as Natives, and Irish as wellas English, 
that ſo by thoſe means, having rendrcd themſelves Maſters both of 
the affairs of the Church , of the Government of the Nation , and 
of the courſe of Juſtice,and ſubjected chem all roa Deſpotick and Ar- 
bitrary power, they mighr be in a Capacity to maintain and Execute 
their wicked deſigns, by the afliftance of the Army, and thereby to 

enflave the Nation, 

The diſmall efte&s of this ſubverſion of the eſtablished Religion, 
Lawes. 


DECLARATION... 


Lawes and Libertics1n England appear more evidently tons, by 
what; wee ſee- done in Ireland : Where the whole Govern- 
ment 1s putin the hands of Papiſts , and where all the Proteſtant In- 
habitants are under the daily fears of what may be jultly apprehen- 
ded , from the Arbitrary power which is (cet up there: which has ma- 
de great numbers of them , leave thar Kingdome and abandon their: 

{tates1n1t , remembring well that Cruadll and Bloody Maſlacre 
which fell our 1n thar Iſland 1n che year 164. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours have alfo prevailed with the King to de- 
clare in Scotland that he is clothedwith Av/o!zzre power , and thar all 
the {ubjectsare bound zo obey brim withour Reſerve ; upon which he 
has aſlumed an Arbitrary power , both over the Religion and Lawes 
of thar Kingdome, from all which it is Apparent , what 18 to be 
looked for in England , as ſoon as matrers are duely prepared for ir. 

Thole great and inſufterable Opprefi:ons, and rhc open Courempt 
ofall Law , together with the apprehen:ions of the fad Conlequen- 
ces thar mult certainly follow upon it , have pur the ſubjects under 
oreat andjuſlt fears ; and have madethem look atrer fuch lawtull Re- 
medies as are allowed of in all Nations: yet all has been withour et- 
fet. And thoſe Evill Councellours have endeavoured to make all 
men apprehend , the loſſe of their Lives, Libertys, Honours , and 
Eſtares., if they $hould goe aboutto preterve themielves from this 
Kt ogny po , by Petitions, Repreſentations, or other mcaus autho- 
riked by Law. Thus did they procecd with the Archbishop of Car- 
zerbary , and the other Bishops, who having oftered a molt hum- 
blepetition to the King , in termes full of Retpect , and nor exceding 
the number limited by Law , in which they ter forth in short, rhe 
Reaſons , for which they could not obey tnarorder, which by the 
Inſtigation of thole Evill Councellours , was {zut them , requiring 
them to appoint their Clergy to read intheir Churches the Deciara- 
tion for Liberty of Conſcience ; were leit to priton and afterwards 
broughtroa Triall, as if they had been guiiry of fome enormous 
Crime. They were not ouly obliged, to defend themfelyes 1n that 
purſute , burto appear before Profelled Papilts , who had not taken 
ch2 Teſt and by Conſequence were men whole intereſt led them 
rt» condemne them : and the Judges that gave their opinion 11 their 
tavours were thereupon turned out. 

And yer itcan not be pretended , that any Kings; how great ſoe- 
ver their power hasbeen , and how Arbitrary aud Delporick ſoever , 
they have been in theexerciſe of it, have ever reckoned ita crime tor 
their Subjects ro come, inall Submiſſion and Refvect, and ima due 
number , not excceding the limits of the Law , and repreſent to 
them the Reaſons that made it impoſllible tor them ro ob-y their or- 
ders. Thoſc Evill Councellours have alſo treated 2 Peer of rhe Realme, 
as a Crimiuall , only becauſe he ſaid that the tubjedts were not bouud 
ro obey theorders ofa Popish Juſtice of Peace: tho it 1s Evident , 
tht they being by Law rendred incapableof all ſuch rruſts , no rc- 
g1rd1s tie to their orders. This being the ſecurity which the people 
hwe by the Law for their Lives , Liberties, Honours and Eſtates, 
rhat they are not to be ſubjected to the Arbitrary procedings of Pa- 
piſts, thatare contrary to Law ,. pur into auy Employments Civil 
or Miitary, | 

Both Wee our ſelves, and our Deareſt and moſt Entircly Beloved 
Conſort , the Princeſſe , have endeavourcd to {ignify in termes full of 
reſpect , ro the King the juſt and deep Regret which all theſe Procee- 
dings havegiven us ; and in Compliance with his Majelties defircs t- 
ontfhed to us , Wee Declared both by word of mouth, ro his Envoy , 
and in writing; what our Thoughts were touching the Repealing of the 
Teft and Penall Lawes; which wee did in ſuch a manner , that wee 
hoped wec had provoled an Expedient, by which the Peace of thoſe 
Kingdomes, anda happy aggreement among the Subjects , of all Per- 
ſua{ions, might have been ſerled : bur thoſe Evill Councellours , have 
pur ſuch il] Conſtructions on thele our good Futentions, that they have 
endeavoured to alienate the King more and more from us: as it Wee 
had deſigned , ro Diſturb the quiet and Happines of the Kingcome. 

The laſt and great Remedy for all thoſe Evills, Is rhe Cailing of 4 
Parliament, for {ccuring the Nation , againſt the evall practiſes of 
thoſe wicked Councellours: but this could not be yet compaſlled, nor 
can it becafily brought about. For tboſe men apprehenating rhar a 
lawfull Parhament, being once aflembled, they would be brought ro 
an account , for all their open violations of Law , and for their Plots 
and Conſptracies againſt ho Proteſtant Religion , and the Lives and 
Liberties of the Subjects, they have eydeavoured under the {pecious 
Prerence of L£berty of Coxſcrence ; fir{t ro Sow divitions among Prote- 
{tants > between thole of the Church of England and the Diilenters : 
The defigne beirg laid tro engage Proteſtants, that are all equally 
Concerned , to preſerve themlelves from Popish Opprethon ; 1nco 
muruall quarrellings ; that ſo by theſe , ſome advantages might be g1- 
ven to them to bring about their Deſignes; and chat both 
in the Election of the Members of Parliament , aud airerwatds 


in the Parliament it ſelfe. For they ſee well that if all pre 
ſ{tants,could enter into a mutuall Good Underſtanding, one with ano- 
ther , and Coneurre together , inthe Preſerving of their Religion, it 
would nor be poſſible for them to compaſlle their wicked ends: 
They have allo required all Perſons in the ſeyerall Counties of En- 
gland , thateither were in ay Imployment, or were in any Conſide- 
rable Eſteem , to declare before hand , that they would concurre in 
the Repeal of the Teſt and Penael Lawesz and that they would give 
the1r voices in the Elections to Parliament , only for ſuch as would 
concurreinit: Such as would not thus Preingage themſelves were 
turned our of all Imployments: And others wha centred into thoſe 
engagments , were put in their places, many of them being Papiſts: 
Aud comrary to the Charters and Priyiledges of thoſe Burroughs , 
that hayea Right to ſend Burgeſles to Parhamenr , they have 97 oa 
ſuch Regulations to be made , as they thought fit and neceſlary , for 
alluring themſelves of all the Members, thar are to be choſen by thoſe 
Corporations; and by this means they hopeto ayoid that Punishmeut 

which they have Deferved: tho it is apparent , thar all Acts made by 

Popish Magiſtrates are null , and Void of themſelves; So that no Par- 
lament can be Lawfull,for which the Elections and Returrsarc made 
by Popish Sheriffs and Majors of Touns; and Therefore as long as the 
Authority and Magiſtrary is in ſych bands, 1t15 not poſiible to have 
any Lawtull Parliament. And tho according tothe Conſtitution of 
the English Government, and Immemoriall Cuſtome , all Elections 
ot Parliament menoughrro be made with an Entire Liberty,withour 
any ſortof force, or the requiring the Eleftors to choole ſuch Perſons 
as hall be named to thezn, and the Perſons thus freely Elected , ought 
to give their Opinions freely , upon all Matters , thatare brought be- 
fore them , having the ood of Ne Nation ever before their Eyes, and 
tollowing in all things the dictates of their Conſcience , yet now the 
Pcople ot England can notexpect aRemedy from a free Parliament, 
Legally Called and Chyſen. Bur they may perhaps ſee one Called , wn 
which af Eleftons will be carricd by Fraud or Force , and which will 
be compoſed of ſuch Perſons, of whom thoſe Evill Councellours 
hold themſelves well aflured , in which all chings will be carried on 
according to their Direion and Intereſt , with our any regard to the 

Good or Happines of the Nation. Which may appear Evidently from 

this, that the ſame Perſons tried the Members of the laſt 
Parhiament , to gain them. to Conſent to the Repeal of the Teſt ard 
Penal Lawes , and procured that Parliament to be diſlolyed , when 
they found thar they could not, neither by promiſes nor Threat- 

nog » Prevail with the Membersro Comply with their wicked De- 

1905. 

But to Crown all , there are Great and Yiolent Preſumptions , In- 
ducing us to Beleeve, that thoſe Evill Councellours, in order to the 
carry1ng on of their ill Delignes, and roche Gaining to themſelves 
the more time for the Effecting of them, for the encouraging of 
their Complices , and for the diſcouraging ofall Good Subjects, have 
published that the Queer hath brought torth a Sox; tho there have 
appeared both during the Qxecens pretended Bignes , and inthe man- 
Aer 1n which the Birth was managed, ſo many juſt aud Viſible 
grounds of ſuſpicion , that not only wee our ſelves, burall the good 
Subjects of thoſe Kingdomes , doe Vehemently ſuſpect , thar the pre- 
tended Princeof 7/alss was not born by the dar Andit 15noto- 
riouſly known to all the world , that many both doubted of the 
Queens Bignes , and of the Birth of the Child, and yet there was nor 
ally one thing done to Satisfy them, or to put an end to their Doubts. 

And fince our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Conſort , the 
Princeile, and likewiſe wee Our Sclves , have ſo greatau Intereſt in 
this Marrer , and ſucha Right , asall the world knows , to the Succeſ- 
ſion to the Crown , Sincealſo the English did 1n the year 1672. when 
the States Generall of the United Provinces , were Invaded, in a moſt 
Injuſt warre , uſe their uttermoſt Endeavours to put an end to thar 


Warre, andthat inoppoſition to thoſe who were then inithe Gover- 


nment: and by their ſo doing , they runthe haſard , of loſing , both 
the favour ofthe Court , ay their Imployments 3 Aud ſince the En- 
olish Nation has ever teſtified a moſt particular Aﬀection and Eſteem, 
both ro pur Deareſt Conſort the Princeſle , and to Our ſelves, Wzz 
cannot excule our {elves from eſponling their Intereſts, ina marter of 
ſuch high Conſequence , and from Contributing all that lies in us , 
for the Maintaining borh of the Proteſtant Religion , and of the.La- 
wes and Liberties of thoſe Kingdomes , and for the Securing'to them, 
the Continual Enjoyment of all their juſt Rights. To the doing of 
which , weeare moſt Eatneſtly Solicited by a Great many Lords , 
borh Spirituall and Tempotall , and by many Gentlemen aud other 
ſubjects of all Ranks. © e OTTITE KOTA | 

THEREFORE itis, that wee haye thought fit, to goe over to. 
England , and to Carry over with us a force, ſufficient by the ble(- 
ſing of God , to defend us from the Violence of thoſe Evill Councel- 
lours. AND WEE being deſirous that our Intentions 1n this, oy 


HIS HIGHNESSES DECLARATION. 


c Rightly Underſtood,, have for. this endprepared this Decleratron, 
in which as wee have hitherto given a True Account of, the, Reaſons 
Inducing ustoir, So wee now think hittoDEcLi ARE that this 
out Expedition , 1s inteneed for no other Defigne , but to have a tree 
and lawfull Parliament aſſembled , as ſoon as is polhble ; and that 1n 
order to this , all the late Charters by which che Elections of Burgel- 
ſes arelimited contrary to the Ancient cuſtome , shall be confidered 
as null and ofno force : and likewiſe all Magiſtrates who have been 
Injuſtly turned out, shall forthwith retume their former Im- 
ployments, as well asall the Borroughs of England shall rc- 
ruru again to their Antient Preſcri pRons and Charters : And 
more particularly that the Ancient Charter of the Great and ta- 
mous City of Loudon , shall again be in Force : and that the Writts 
for the Members of Parliament $hall be addreſled to rhe FR Ofh- 
ccrs, according to Law and Cuſtome. That allo none be ſuftered to 
chooſe or to be cholen Members of Parliament bur tuch as are quali- 
fied by Law: And thattheMcmbers of Partiament being thus lawtully 
choſen they shall meet and fit in Full Freedome ; Thar fo the Two 
Houſes may concurre inthe preparing of {uch Lawes, as they upon 
full and free debate , Shall Judge neceflary and convenient , both for 
the confirming and executing ; Law concerning the Teſs and fuch 
other Lawes as are neceſſary forthe Security and Maimenauce of the 
Proteſtant Religion ; as likewiſe for making ſuch Lawes as may eſta- 

lish a good aggreement between theChurch of England,and allPro- 
teſtant Diſlenters, as alſo for the covering aud fecuriug of all ſuch , 
who will live Peaceably under the Government as becomes good Sub- 
jects , from all Perſecution upoa the account of their Religion , even 
Pariſts themſelves not excepted;and for the doing ot all other things, 
which the T wo Houſes of Parliament shall find neceſſary for the Pea- 
ce, Honour , aud Satcty of the Nation , ſo that there may be no 
more danger of the Nations falling at any time hereafter , under 4r- 
bitrary Government, Tothis Parl1amenrt wee will allo reterrethe En- 
quiry into the birth ofthe Pretended Prince of Walcs,and of all things 
rclating to 1t and to the Right of Succelſion. 

And Wee for our part will concurre inevery thing , that may pro- 
cure the Peace and Happines of the Nation , which a Free and Law- 
full Parliament $hall determine ; Since wee have nothing before our 

eyes inthisour undertaking , but the Preſervation of the Proteſtant 

Religion , the Covering of all men from Periccurion tor their Con- 
{ciences, andthe Securing to the whoie Nation the free enjoyment 
ofall their Lawes,Rights and Libertics, under a Juſt and Legall Go- 
vernment. bl | 

This is the deſigne , that wee have Propoſed to our ſelves , in Ap- 
pearing upon this occaſtionin Armes: ln the Conduct of which, Wee 


Ms 


will keepthe Forces under our Command , under all the Strictnes of 
Marrtiall Diſcipline : and rake a {peciall Care , that the People of the 
Countries thro which wee. muſt march , shall notſuffer by their 
means: and as ſoqn as the State of the Nation willadmitofit, Wee 
romiſe that wee will {end back all thoſe Forreigne Forces, that wee 
ba ve brought along with us. | | 

Wee doc therefore hope that all People will judge rightly of us,aud 
approve of thele our Proceedings: But wee chicfly rely on the bleſ- 
ſing of God, for the ſuccefle ot rhis our undertaking , 1n which Wce 
place our whole and only Confidence, 

Wee doe inthe laſt place invite and require all Perſons whatſoever, 
All the Peers of the Realme, both Spirituall and Temporall , all 
LordsLieutenants, Depury Licutenants , and all Gentlemen , Citi- 
ſens and other Commons of all ranks, ro come and afliſt us, in or- 
der to the Executing of this our Deligue ; againſt all ſuch as shail En- 
deavour to Oppoleus ; thar ſo wee may preveutall thoſe Miteries , 
which mult needs follow upon the Nations being kepr under Ar- 
bitrary Government and Slavery : And that all the Violencesand di- 
ſorders , which have overturned the whole Conſtitution of the 
English Government , may be tully redrefied, ma FREEz AND 
LteGALL PAKLIAMEN T. | 

And Wee doe likewiſe reſolve that as ſoon as the Nations are 
broughtto 2 ſtare of Quier, Wee will take care thara Parliament shall 
be called in Sce/lazd , for the reſtoring the Ancient Conſtitution of 

hat Kingdome , and tor bringing the Marttersof Religionto ſuch a 
Seclemcat, tharthe people may live ealy and happy , and for put- 
ting an cndtoall the Iyjuſt Yiolences that have been 1n a courſe of fo 
many years Committed there. 

Wee will alfo ſtudy to bring the Kingdome of Jtrelaxd to ſuch a 
ſtare , thar the Seclement there may be Religiouſly obſerved: and thar 
che Proteſtant and Brittish Intereſt there , may be ſecured. © And wee 
will ecrtdeavour by ail poilible means,to procure ſuch an eſtablichmenr 
11 all che Three Kingdomes that they may all live in a happy Union 
and Corrcelpond-nce together ; and that the Proteſtant Re !210n, and 
the Peace, Honour , aud Happines of thole Nations , may be cſta-_ 

iiShed upon Laſting Foundations. | 

Given under our Hand and Seal, at our Court in the Higue , the 
Teuth day of October 1n the year 1688. 


WILLIAM HENRY,PxrIinNc: of ORANGE. 
By his Highneſſes ſpeciall command 
C: HUYGENS. 
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their Guilt, and the diſtruſt of their force, have induced them 
to offer to the City of London ſome ſeeming releefe from their 
Great Oppreſſions: hoping thereby to quiet the People , and to 
divert them from demanding a Secure Reeſtablishmenr of their 
Religion and Lawes under the shelter of our Armes : They doe al- 
ſo give out that wee Intend ro Conquer and Enſlave the Nation , 
And therefore it is that wee have thought fit to addea few words 
to our Declaration. 

Wee are Confident , that no perſons can have ſuch hard 
thoughtofus, asto Imagine that wee have any other Deligne 1n 
tis Undertaking,then to procure a ſetlement ofthe Religion and 
oftheLiberties and Properties of the lubjes upon ſo ſure a foun- 
dation , that there may be no danger of the Nations relapſing in- 
to the like miſeries ar any time hereafter. And as the forces that 
wee have bronghrt along with us, arc utterly diſproportioned to 
thar wicked deſigne of Conquering the Nation, if weewere Ca- 
pable of Intending 1t , fo the Great Numbers of the Principall 


Nobility and Gentry, thatare men of Eminent Quality and Elta- | 


res, and perſons of knoyn Integrity and Zeal both tor the Reli- 
gion and Goyernment of England , many of them being alſo di- 
{tinguished by their Conſtaur fidelity to the Crown, who doe 
both accompany.us in this Expedition , and haveearneſtly (olici- 
redustoit, will cover us from all ſuch Malicious Infinuations : 
For it is not to be imaginedzthat either thoſe who have Iavited us, 


His Highneſſes Additionall Declaration. 


Frer wee had prepared and printed this our Declaration, wee 
have underſtood , that the ſubverters of the Religion and La- 
wes of thoſe Kingdomes , hearing of our Preparations, to alliſt 
the People fakes them , have begun ro retract ſome of the Arbi- 
rrary and Deſpotick powers, that they had affumed, and to va- 
cate ſome of their Jujalt Judgments and Dectees. The ſenſe of 


orthoſe thar are already come to alliſt us, can joyne ina wicked 
attempt of Conqueſt, ro make void their own lawfull Titles to 
their Honours, Eſtates and Interc{ts: Wee are alſo Confident that 
all men (ce how litle weight there 1s to belaid, onall Promitles 
and Engagments that can be now made : fince there has been ſo 
litle regard had in time palt, ro the moſt folemne Promiles. 
And as that Imperfcit redrefſe that is now offered, is a 
plain Confethon of thoſe Violations of the Government 
that wee have ſet forth , So the Defe&ivenes of it is no leſle 
Apparent: tor they lay doune nothiag which they may uot take up 
at Pleaſure: and they reſerve entire and not fo much as mentio- 
ned, their claimes and pretences to an Arbitrary and Deſporick 
power ; which has been the root of all their Opprefſion, and of 
the totall ſubverſion of the Government. And it 1s plainzthat rhe- 
re can be no redreſle nor Remedy offered but in Parliament : by a 
Declaration ofthe Rights of the Subjects that have been invaded: 
and not by any Pretended Acts of Grace, to which the extremity 
of their affairs has driven them. Therefore it is that wce 
have thought tit ro declare, that wee will referre all to a Free 
Aſſembly of the Nation , in a Lawfull Parliameur. 

Given under our Hand and Seal, at our Court in the Hague, the 
24. day of October in the year ot our Lord 1688. 


WILLIAM HENRY,Px1NCEz of ORANGs. 
By his Hizhneſſes ſpeciall Command 
C: HUYGENS. 
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